
August 2, 2020 – 18h Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS
Dan O’Neill

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

According to the most recent International Food Policy Research Institute (IFRI) Report, 
the number of people living in extreme poverty has fallen below ten percent of the global 
population for the first time in history, down from nineteen per cent in 1990. The same 
figures hold for the undernourished in our world. Encouraging as the improved statistics 
may be, it is still a fact that almost three quarters of a billion people have less than 
$US1.90 per day to meet all their basic needs for food, shelter and security and this 
situation has been seriously exacerbated by the outbreak of Covid-19. It is difficult in our 
affluent society to imagine the plight of so many in the war-torn countries of our world or to 
get inside the desperation of parents watching their children die from starvation. According 
to research conducted by Footprint Melbourne, Melburnians waste enough food annually 
to feed two million people at a cost of $3.5 million. That may be changing in these times of 
pandemic and somewhat heightened awareness of the suffering of those on the edge.. 
What has this to do with our gospel reflection? In the first reading from Isaiah, God tells the 
“thirsty”: “Listen and delight in rich food….Incline your ear, and come to me; listen that you 
may live”. The gospel reading from Matthew tells a story of hungry people “hearing”, 
following Jesus, and enjoying an abundance of life-sustaining food. In other words, 
Matthew presents Jesus as the one who makes the Isaian dream a reality for those who 
hunger and thirst both literally and figuratively. The passage echoes key aspects of Israel’s 
history. Jesus retreats to a “desert” place, recalling the experience of God’s people in the 
wilderness of Sinai. Those who follow Jesus find life-restoring food in the desert, evoking 
the manna that God provided for the hungry in the Sinai desert. Jesus has compassion for 
people struggling with disease and thirsting for the means to live. In biblical terms, 
compassion is always accompanied by action for restorative justice. Jesus heals the sick 
and creates a structure for the sharing of resources. Faced with a hungry crowd, the 
disciples offer a simple solution: “Send them away.” Sending the desperate away is a 
travesty of gospel compassion in a way of life that claims Eucharist as its central tenet. It 
has, sadly, been part of our national response to many hungering and thirsting for life and 
security. Jesus refuses such a solution and invites his disciples instead to take some 
personal responsibility for the situation. The gospel invites us as contemporary disciples to 
attend to food security in our world and to address ways of meeting the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal of eliminating poverty and hunger by 2030. Informing 
ourselves on the issues might be one place to begin. Another might be to check supplies 
before shopping for more food than we need.–
(Matthew 14:13-21) -Veronica Lawson RSM

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Isaiah 55:1-3 (112A)
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-16, 
17-18
Second Reading
Romans 8:35, 37-39
Gospel
Matthew 14:13-21

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!



Mass on Sunday 
Please wear a mask and remember to sit 
6 feet apart. Communion will be brought 

to you.
Tuesday Mass at 10:30 am

Intentions for 8/4   Arline Olsen

Offering
For last week collection

$1023.

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in the Church 
vestibule on the literature rack and the 
Church Office. Please follow the instructions 
found with the cards.

Prayer Requests
Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces        
and our allies who work daily 

to keep us free and those who have returned 
either broken of mind or body in your weekly 
prayers.
 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners, 
relatives and friends in your prayers 
throughout this week.
Paul Banks  
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel 
Madalene Delgado
Sheila Flaherty 
Dru Foster
Karen Halloway 
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada 
Tony Innocenti 
Nancy Norris
George Pawlikowski 
Janine Peterson

James Richardson
Larry Richardson
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert Ross
Michael Sharkey
Buddy Street
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab 
John Valassis
Dennis Vagnone
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward  
Georgia Mae Webb 
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name or 
the name of a family member added to the list, 
please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed from 
the bulletin list, it will be placed on the prayer 
list located in the Chapel.

Low Gluten Hosts 
are available.
Please let an usher or the 
sacristan know before 
mass.

In our family life we can sometimes 
hear echoes of the disciples' 
excuses: “Five loaves and two fish 
are all we have here.” Sometimes 
this echo is heard from children 
squabbling about the last piece of 
cake. Sometimes it is heard in our 
concern about the limits of the 
family's income or possessions. 
Sometimes this echo is heard in our 
complaints about the seemingly 
endless demands for our time and 
attention. Jesus understood these 
feelings and taught us to see beyond 
our limitations. Jesus modeled for us 
a compassion that reaches out to 
others, even when we would rather 
withdraw into ourselves. Jesus taught 
us that God blesses compassion 
offered to others with his grace. 
Today's Gospel reminds us that with 
God there is not only enough, there is 
an abundance! Talk together about 
some of the stresses and demands 
for time and attention that your family 
members might feel. Acknowledge 
that we sometimes have to make 
difficult choices about how to use our 
time, talents, and treasure. Notice 
how much Jesus cared for the 
crowds, healing the sick even though 
he wanted to withdraw to a quiet 
place. Notice how the disciples 
responded to Jesus' instruction to 
feed the crowd; they noted their 
limited supply of food. Jesus blessed 
this limited supply of food, and it was 
enough to feed the entire crowd, 
more than 5,000 people, and there 
were leftovers! Pray together that 
Jesus will grant us compassion like 
his so that we will offer whatever we 
have to others with compassion and 
generosity.

We collect aluminum cans to recycle. 
This money goes to the upkeep of our 
cemetery. Leave cans in the kitchen in 
the can marked “Aluminum Cans”

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower arrangements 
in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a 
birthday, anniversary, baptism, or any special 
occasion or church feast. Donations and the 
occasion will be noted in the bulletin and 
posted in lobby. Contact the office 249-3687.

Bishops Annual Appeal 2020
There is still time to donate to this year’s 
appeal. If you have not done so please 
consider supporting this annual appeal. 
Donations/Pledges can be made on line at: 
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/parish-
stewardship/bishops-annual-appeal

For those who want to start Sunday 
Rosary 

9:55 before Mass in the chapel.
Come join us, everyone is welcome. Offertory Baskets will be placed in

back of the church for our collections.

Food Truck arrives Wednesday 
August 5

Table set up is at 9:00 am. Food 
sorting at 9:30 am

Bring a wheelbarrow if possible. 
Many hands are needed. 

Please come out
and help.

Vatican Dicastery launches
‘send a hug’ campaign for elderly 

isolated by pandemic

Due to concerns of Corona Virus, we 
are making Missals available to our 
members at St. Peters. If you would 
like, you may take home one Missal 
per family. Feel free to put your 
name & information in your Missal, 
then bring it to Mass with you each 
week.
The Liturgy Committee
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